ANEkEaster
Remembrance

Ancient Pagan Religious Expression

Ancient man’s pagan, religious urges
found expression in a variety of beliefs,
ideas and practices centering around
a sense of a supernatural other
world. This world, though
invisible, was believed by
pagan man to have power
over his everyday life.

Since the dawn of their
religious consciousness,
pagan men and women regarded this supernatural world
with a mixture of awe, fear, and hope. They sought to
bring their lives into harmony with it. Life was a struggle
for survival and a preparation for death.

Men and women offered up sacrifices and prayers to
the mysterious forces of this mystery religion, which
they believed controlled the workings of nature on their
behalf. Their hope in offering these sacrifices and prayers
was to ward off catastrophe, to ensure fine hunting, to
obtain bountiful harvests, and to live again beyond the
grave. Primitive pagan man sought to understand the
elements of nature as powers to be worshiped, since they
affected his life so directly.

The Cycle Of Primitive Worship

In the spring of the year, pagan man sought fertility for
himself and for his land. Bountiful crops would assure
food for himself and his household. It was during this
season of the year, at the vernal equinox, that the Goddess
he worshiped was fertilized by the god he worshiped.

m In the following summer, the hot, arid land he lived
upon became brown and barren. At this season, directly
on the summer solstice, the Goddess that pagan man
worshiped in some way lost the companionship of the
God he worshiped.

m During the autumn, the sun started dying. The days
grew shorter as the nights grew longer. In this season,
directly on the autumn equinox, the Goddess that pagan
man worshiped began weeping for the missing God he
worshiped.

m During the winter, the sun began to come back to life.
The days grew longer and the nights shorter. Life was
assured for another year, because the Goddess he
worshiped, who had been fertilized at the previous vernal
equinox, gave birth to a son at the winter solstice. The
God was reborn! Write for our booklet, True Stories About
Christmas, for more information.

m At the Februa—Purification, forty days after the birth
of the son: on February 15th in ancient times, but
celebrated on February 14th today, and now known as
Valentine’s Day—this ancient Mother Goddess was ritually
cleansed of childbirth. Write for our booklet, The Real
Meaning Behind Valentine’s Day, for more information.

m The pagan religious year had come to a full circle.
Again, at the vernal equinox in the spring of the year,
the Goddess he worshiped married her son/husband, by
whom she was fertilized in order to refertilize the earth.

The worship of this ancient pagan trinity—the mother,
the husband, and the son—would continue in a cycle of
worship enacted in pagan man’s religious year, perpetually.

Through these rituals performed on the exact dates of
the vernal equinox, the summer solstice, the autumn
equinox, and the winter solstice, pagan men and women
were warding off catastrophe, ensuring fine hunting,
obtaining bountiful harvests, and giving themselves the
hope of living again beyond the grave.

These mystery religions dramatized the annual decay of
vegetation as the death of a divine youth over whom a
Goddess mourned. Later, the celebrations were with
ecstatic joy as the reborn youth returned.

Participation in each of these rites at the appointed
time of the sun was believed by pagan man to cleanse
the devotees of their sins and mystically unite them
with the gods. The pagan ceremonies generated powerful
emotions; thus, this worship of the pagan Gods has
flourished since the beginning of time. Due to these
same powerful emotions generated during these rites,
this pagan worship of mystery is still flourishing today.

Every year, just after the harsh winter months are
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over and the earth is turning green with the fresh new
growth of Spring, there is a pagan ceremony which is
celebrated even today. This day is the most important
day in Christian worship. This day was set apart by the
ancient pagans as the special day for the worship of the
Goddess of the dawn. This pagan rite, still set today
according to the vernal equinox, is more familiarly known
to this deceived world as Easter.

The Christian Celebration Of Easter

The New International Dictionary Of The Christian
Church, by J.D. Douglas, Zondervan Publishing, Grand
Rapids, MI, 1974, page 322, gives the following
information about the Christian celebration called Easter:

EASTER The cel ebration of Christ’s resurrection.
A though the Scriptures nake no provision for the
observance of Easter as the day of resurrection, all
the evi dence suggests that the cel ebration of the death
and resurrection of Grist began at a very early date
inthe history of the church, probably as early as the
apostolic age. It would seemal so that the Cristians
of the first century consciously sought to create a
Gristian parallel to the Jew sh Passover, since the
cl ose rel ati onshi p between the significance of that event
inthe QT. and the crucifixioninthe NT. nade a
transfornati on of that Jew sh feast into Easter both
logical and easy.

After An 100, Easter, Pentecost, and Epi phany
becane the final parts of the church year.

Easter does not come from the Scriptures. This pagan
custom has another source. As we have read, there was
a transformation of the Jewish Feast (Passover) into
Easter. Remember though, this was done by man and
not by Yahweh. The following definitions of transform
and transformation are from The Reader’s Digest
Encyclopedic Dictionary, page 1422.

trans-form(v. trans-férm; n trans'form v.t.
1 To gve adfferent formor appearance to. 2
To change the character, nature, condition,
dc, d.

trans-for-ma-tion (trans’fer-ma’shen) n. 1.

Any change.
2. The act of transforming, or the state of being

t ransf or ned.

\We will then let the New International Dictionary Of The
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Christian Church, by J.D. Douglas, page 322, tell us
how this transformation was accomplished in the religion
called Christianity.

GR STIAN YEAR THE The early Christians who were
nai nly Jews were used not only to keeping one day in the
veek as separate but al so to narking the year with certain
religious festival's, notably Passover, Tabernacles, and
Pentecost. Fromearly tines Qristians kept a conmenorati on
of Qrist’s resurrection. This was held at Passover tine and
vas finaly fixed on the Sunday fd | owng Passover. Rentecost
vas then celebrated at the appropriate tine; the fifty days
betveen the two vere days of joy and rg aicing. The choice of
25 Decentoer (inthe BEsst, 6 January) for the birth of Qrist is
adnost certainly because that day wes the great pagan day of
honor to the sun, and in Fone in the fourth century it vas
trasforned into a Qristian festiva .

Fromthe fourth century the Guristian cal endar becane
nore historical in character, and the Holy Wek and
Ascensi on Day appeared. Pentecost becane the day of
giving of the Hly Sirit. Lent arose out of the customof
preparing catechunens for baptismat Easter. Saints' days
cane into the cal endar either through the conmenoration
of a nartyrdomor through the date of a dedication of a
churchinhonor or aparticdar sant.

m Why doesn’t this whole Christian world simply
celebrate the Feasts which Yahweh ordained in His Holy
Scriptures—clearly written in Leviticus 23?

m Why would there have to be any transformation of
these Feasts in the first place?

The answer to these questions lies in the early history
of Christianity; specifically, at the Council of Nicea in
325 c.e. when Constantine the Great helped to formulate
Christian doctrine.

When Constantine the Great—the only man in history
who was extolled both as a Christian Saint and a pagan
God—presided over the Council of Nicea in 325 c.e., his
main objective was political: how to merge religion and
politics efficiently. Since there were more politically powerful
pagans than there were politically powerful believers, the
celebrations that the pagans were accustomed to observing
were the celebrations which were accepted; and at the
same time, the celebrations of the Jews were rejected.
Reading from Funk and Wagnall's Standard Reference
Encyclopedia, Volume 8, we find the following.

M inportant historic result of the difference vas that
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the Christian churches in the BEast, which were cl oser
tothe birthplace of the newreligion, and inwhich od
traditions were strong, observed Easter according to

the date of the Passover festival, while the churches of
the Vést, whose communi cants were descendants of
Geeo-Roman civilization, cel ebrated Easter on a

Sunday.
Settlenent of this difference vas one of the objects

of the Ronan enperor Gonstantine in convoking, in

325 AD the Gouncil of Ncaa (see NCA CIUN
aLs a).

the fore: granted that Easter was to be kept on Sunday,
how was that Sunday to be determned? The Gunci| of
N caea (325) paved the way for a fina settlenment by
ruling that Easter is to be observed by all on the sane
Sunday, that this nust be the Sunday fol |l owing the
fourteenth day of the paschal nmon, and that that noon
was to be accounted as the paschal noon whose
fourteenth day foll oned the vernal equi nox. Because of
differences in the systens of chronol ogy followed in
various places, hovwever, the decrees of N caea did not
inmedi ately renove all difficulties nor wn universal
acceptance. The Gegorian correction of the cal endar
in 1582, noreover, introduced still further di screpanci es.

At the Council of Nicea, it was decided that Easter Throughout \Wéstern Chri stendom the correct ed
should be celebrated in accordance with the Alexandrine cal endar is now universally accepted, and Easter is
Computation. Collier's Encyclopedia, Volume 17, page sol emmi zed on the first Sunday after the full noon
520, gives us the following information: followng the vernal equinox, wth the result that the

NI CAEA, COUNCI LS OF [naisi ' ], were two in
nuntoer. (1) The first (Frst Ecunenical), in an 325,
convoked by Gonstantine, condemmed Ariani sm whi ch
was essentially a denial of the divine nature of the
Wrd, and so of the Son of God, Christ. The
traditional nunber of bishops present was 318 (see
Genesi s 14:14); the real nunber was probably about
270. The council| defined the doctrine that the Sonis
consubstantia (o&moouvsio ") wth the Father. In the
drawing up of the formul a | eadi ng parts were taken
by &. Athanasius and Hbsius, bishop of Gordoba; the
latter probably presided. The council pronul gated the
fanmous N cene Geed inits original form It also
deci ded that Easter shoul d thenceforth be cel ebrated
everywhere at the sane tine in accordance with the
A exandri ne conput ati on.

earliest possible dateis Mrch 22, the latest, Apxril 25

The catholic Church’s justification for using the Vernal
Equinox to set their date for Easter Sunday—which the
Protestant Churches have accepted completely, comes from
the words of Constantine the Great himself, at the Council
of Nicea in the year 325 of this Common Era, saying:

Ad truy, inthefirst place, it seens to everyone a
nost unworthy thing that we shoul d fol l owthe custons
of the Jews in the celebration of this nost holy
sol enmi ty, who, polluted wetches! having stained their
hands wth a nefarious crine, are justly blinded in
their mnds. It is fit, therefore, that rejecting the
practice of this people, we should perpetuate to all
future ages the cel ebration of this rite, ina nore
legitinate order, which we have kept fromthe first
day of our “Lord s” passion even to the present tines.
Let us then have nothing in common with the nost

The pagan Alexandrine Computation for the setting of
Easter, is written in Collier's Encyclopedia, Volume 8,
page 492, which says: The Council of Nicea, page 23, then says:

hostile rabd e of the Jevs. (Quncil of Ncea, pg 52)

EASTER the church feast whi ch conmenorates the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, is considered the nost
anci ent and nost inportant festival of the CGuistian
year.
Rior tothe tine of Pope Mctor | (189-c. 198), the
Vestern churches as a rul e kept Easter on the first
day of the week, while nany of the Eastern churches,
conforning to the Jewi sh rule, observed it on the
fourteenth of the nonth of N san. Through the

energetic efforts of Pope Mctor, the latter practice
gradual | y di sappeared. But another probl emcane to
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Easter day was fixed on the Sunday i mmedi ately
followng the full noon which was nearest after the
Vernal Eguinox, because it is certain that our Saviour
rose fromthe dead on the Sunday whi ch next
succeeded the Passover of the Jevs.

According to the calculations adopted at the Council of
Nicea, which are still in effect in every Christian Church
and Assembly in this world, we read:

If the Passover fell on a Qunday, Easter was to be
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the follow ng Sunday, so as to have nothing in
common with the Jews.

It was not the Jews who were being rejected. Constantine
and his followers were rejecting the Laws that these
people obeyed— Yahweh's Laws which established each
of the Feasts that He had ordained. Effectually, because
Christianity wanted nothing in common with the Jews,
they also have nothing in common with the ordinances—
Laws of Yahweh. Therefore, because Christianity has
nothing in common with Yahweh and His Feasts, it has
everything in common with paganism and its holidays.
This fact is documented from The Interpreter’s Dictionary
Of The Bible, Volume 4, page 894.
11. The church week and year. The devel opnent
of the church cal endar was a renarkably sl ow process
inQristianity, and equally striking is the fact that so
little of the Jewi sh year finally found a place in
Christian cel ebrations. Where we shoul d have
expected a Christian transformation of Rosh
Hashanah, Yom Ki ppur, Succoth, Chanukah, Purim
etc., ve find only the retention of the paschal festival.
This is due to the fact that the church year was largely
the creation of the Gentile church, and the background
of such notabl e days as Chiristnas, Epi phany, BEnber,
etc., is pagan, not Jewsh
% nust, however, suppose that the earliest
Christians continued to observe the Jew sh year and
veek, until the break wth the synagogue was conpl ete.
G definitely Christian days, distinct fromthose of
Judaism the NT. affords us only one certain exanpl e,
that of Sunday. This was observed as the day of the
Lord' s resurrection.

The Lighting of the Candles
at the Paschal Festivals

The Pagan Worship Of Easter

Reading from Compton’s Pictured Encyclopedia, Volume
4, page 140, we find that Easter is the greatest festival
of the Christian Church, which commemorates the
resurrection of Jesus Christ—which festival was named
after the ancient Anglo Saxon Goddess of Spring.

EASTER The greatest festival of the Christian
church commenorates the Resurrection of Jesus
Grist. It isanovable feast, that is, it is not aways
hel d on the sane date. The church council of N cea
(An 325) decided that Easter shoul d be cel ebrated on
the first Qunday after the first full noon on or after
the vernal equinox (March 21). Easter can cone as
early as Mrch 22 or as late as April 25.

The nane Easter cones fromthe ancient Angl o-
Saxon goddess of spring, Eostre or Gstara, in whose
honor an annual spring festival was hel d. Sone of
our Easter custons have cone fromthis and ot her
pre-CGristian spring festivals. Qhers cone fromthe
Passover feast of the Jews, observed in nenory of
their deliverance fromEgypt (see Passover). The word
‘“paschal,”’ neaning ‘‘pertaining to Easter,”’ like the
French word for Easter, Paques, cones through the
Latin fromthe Hebrew nane of the Passover.

m Unger’s Bible Dictionary, by Merrill F. Unger, page
283, goes on to corroborate this fact.

Easter (G. pascha, fromHeb. pesah), the Passover,
and so translated in every passage excepting
‘‘intending after Easter to bring himforth to the
peopl €’ (Acts 12:4). Inthe earlier English versions
Easter had been frequently used as the transl ation of
pascha. A the last revision Passover was substituted
inal passages but this. Se Pa

ssover.

The word Easter is of Saxon origin, Eastra, the
goddess of spring, in whose honor sacrifices were
of fered about Passover tine each year. By the 8th
century Angl o- Saxons had adopted the nane to
designate the cel ebration of Qrist’s resurrection.

Itis a fully documented historical fact that the day
which was chosen by the Christian Church to celebrate
this resurrection, was a day which had been celebrated
by pagans from antiquity. Yes, the only difference between
these two celebrations, is the fact that its name was
changed to veneer it with Christian respectability.
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It is simply no secret that Easter originated with the
worship of a pagan Goddess. This fact is presented
almost every time one researches the word Easter.

m Compton’s Encyclopedia, Volume 4, says the following
about Easter:

‘“Many Easter custons cone fromthe Qd
VWrld...colored eggs and rabbits have
cone frompagan antiquity as synbol s of
new life...our nane ‘Easter’ cones from
‘Bostre’, an ancient Angl o Saxon goddess,
originaly of the dawn. In pagan tines an
annual spring festival was held in her
honor. Sone Easter custons have cone
fromthis and other pre-Christian spring
festivds.”’

cerenoni es of sun worship in which there were phallic
rites and spring fires, and inwich the deity or offering
tothe deity was eaten...The festival is synbolized by
an ascension Lily...achick breaking its shell, the cdors
white and green, the egg, spring flowers, and the
Rabbit. The nane is related to Astarte, Ashtoreth,
Eostre and Ishtar, goddess who visited and rose from
the underworld. Easter yields ‘Enduring BEos’...
‘BEnhduring Dawn' "’

Part of this spring festival centered around phallic rites.
Collier's Encyclopedia, 1980, Volume 9, page 622, tells
us of the Babylonian Ishtar Festival phallic rites.

The Ishtar Festivals were syniolical of Ishtar as the
goddess of love or generation. As the daughter of 9n,
the nmoon god, she was the Mt her CGoddess who
presi ded over child birth; and wonen, in her honor,
sacrificed their virginity on the feast day or becane
tenpl e prostitutes, their earnings being a source of
revenue for the tenpl e priests and servants.

Reading about this pre-Christian spring festival from Funk
& Wagnall's Standard Reference Encyclopedia, Volume 8,
page 2940, we learn:

Athough Easter is a Christian festival, it entodi es
traditions of an ancient tine antedating the rise of
Qristianty. The originof its naneis lost inthe d mpast; We learn about these temple prostitutes from The

sone schol ars believe it probably is derived fromEastre, Interpreter’s Dictionary of The Bible, Volume 3, pages
Angl o- Saxon nane of a Teutoni c goddess of spring and 933-934-

fertility, to whomwas dedi cated Eastre nonat h,
corresponding to April. Her festival was cel ebrated on the
day of the vernal eguinox, and traditions associated wth
the festival survive inthe famliar Easter bunny, syniol of
the fertilerabbit, ardinthe equaly famliar cdored Esster
eggs originally painted wth gay hues to represent the
sunli o spi

Suich festival's, and the nyths and | egends whi ch explain
their origin, abounded in ancient religions. The Geek nyth
of the return of the earth-goddess Deneter fromthe
undervorld to the light of day, syniolizing the resurrection
o lifeinthe spring after the long hibernation of wnter, had
its counterpart, anong nany others, inthe Latin | egend of
Qeres and Persephone. The Phrygi ans bel i eved that their
al-poverful deity vent to sleep at the tine of the wnter
sol stice, and they perforned cerenonies at the spring
equi nox to awaken himw th nusic and dancing. The
uni versal ity of such festivals and nyths anong anci ent
peopl es has | ed sone schol ars to interpret the resurrection
of Qrist asanysticd ad exdted variat of fertility nyths.

m The Dictionary of Mythology, Folklore, and Symbols,
Part 1, page 487 tells us more about this Spring Festival.

““1t incorporates sone of the ancient ring Egui nox
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a Therdl o the sacred prostitute inthe fertility cu't.
The prostitute wo vas an officia of the cut in ancient
Pal estine and nearby | ands of hiblical tines exercised
an inportant function. This religion was predi cated
upon the belief that the processes of nature were
controlled by the rel ati ons between gods and
goddesses. Projecting their understanding of their own
sexual activities, the worshipers of these deities,
through the use of initative nagic, engaged i n sexual
intercourse wth devotees of the shrine, in the belief
that this woul d encourage the gods and goddesses to
dolikewse. Qly by sexual relations anong the deities
coudnan's desire for increase in herds and fields, as
vwell asinhis omfamly, beredized In Pdestinethe
gods Baal and Asherah were especial ly proninent (see
BAAL; ASHERAH, FERTILITY CULTS). These
conpeted wth Yahweh the Gd of Israel and, in sone
cases, nay have produced hybrid Yahweh-Baal cults.
Atached to the shrines of these cults were priests as
vell as prostitutes, both nal e and fenal e. Their chi ef
service was sexual in nature-the offering of their
bodi es for ritua purposes.
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Sexual relations for ritual purposes was the ceremony for ingeat quatity inthanksgving to Basd for the fertility

the fertility cults. The Interpreter’s Dictionary, Volume 2, of the vineyards. The wne al so hel ped i nduce ecstatic
page 265 says: frenzy, which was clinaxed by self-laceration, and

FERTI LI TY CULTS. The ol dest common feature
of the religions of the ancient Near East was the
vworship of a great not her-goddess, the personification
of fertility. Associated wth her, usualy as a consort,
was a young god who died and cane to life again, |ike
the vegetation which quickly wthers but bl oons agai n.
The nmanner of the young god s demise was variously
concei ved in the nyths: he was slain by another god,
by wild aninals, by reapers, by sel f-enascul ation, by
burning, by drowning. In sone variations of the thene,
he sinply absconded. H's absence produced infertility
of the earth, of nan, and of beast. Hs consort nour ned
and searched for him Hs return brought renewed
fertility and refaicing.

I'n Mesopot ania the divine coupl e appear as |shtar
and Tanmuz, in Egypt as Isis and Giris.
Later in Asia Mnor, the Magna Mater is
Gybel e and her young lover is Atis. In
Syria in the second mllenniumec, as
seen inthe Waritic nyths, the dying and
rising god is Baal -Hadad, who is slain
by Mt (Death) and nourned and
avenged by his sister/consort, the vident
virgin Anath. Inthe Waritic nyths there
is sone confusion in the roles of the
goddesses. The great not her - goddess
Asherah, the wife of the senescent chief god H, seens
on the way to beconing the consort of the rising young
god Baal, with whomwe find her associated in the
QT. Ashtarte also appears in the Waritic nyths, but
she has a minor and undi sti ngui shed rol e.

The QT. furni shes abundant evi dence as to the
character of the religion of the land into which the
Israelites cane. Fertility rites were practiced at the
nunerous shrines which dotted the land, as well as at
the naj or sanctuaries. The Israelites absorbed the
Ganaanite ways and learned to identify their god wth
Baal , whose rains brought fertility to the land. A
characteristic feature of the fertility cult was sacral
sexual intercourse by priests and priestesses and ot her
speci al |y consecrated persons, sacred prostitutes of
both sexes, intended to emul ate and stinmul ate the
deities who bestowed fertility. The agricultural cult
stressed the sacrifice or coomon neal in which the
gods, priests, and peopl e partook. Wne was consuned
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soneti nes even by sel f-enascul ation. Child-sacrifice
vas also afeature of therites. It vas not sinply acult
of wne, wonen, and song, but a matter of life and
death in which the dearest things of life, adlifeitsdf,
vere offered to ensure the ongoing of life.

Reading on page 103 of The Two Babylons, by Alexander
Hislop, we find that Easter and Ishtar are the same.

Then | ook at Easter. Wiat neans the term Easter
itself? It bears its Gl dean arign onits very forehead
Eoster is nothing else than ‘‘Astarte’, one of the titles
of Beltis, ‘‘The Queen of Heaven'' whose nang, as
‘“pronounced ’ by the peopl e of N neveh, was evidently
identical wth that nowin conmon use in this country.
That ‘nane’, as found by Layard on the Assyrian
nonunents, is ‘‘lshtar’’.

m The Two Babylons by Alexander Hislop tells us of
the doctrines of Semiramis.

‘“She (Semranis) taught that he (N nrod the
Babe) was a god-child; that he was Nnmrod, their
| eader reborn; that she and her child vere divine. This
story was w dely known in anci ent Babyl on and
devel oped into a wel |l established worshi p—The
Vdrship of The Mther and il d!

Nurrer ous nonunents of Babyl on show the
Goddess Mether Semranis with her child Tamuz
inher ans.”’

I shtar, pronounced Easter, of Assyria was worshiped in
pagan antiquity during her spring festival. Collier’s
Encyclopedia, Volume 15, page 748, gives us the
following information.

Ishtar, goddess of |ove and var, the nost

L’f i nportant goddess of the Sunero-
. Akkadi an pant heon. Her nane in
Sunerian is Inanna (lady of heaven).
She was sister of the sun god Shanash
and daughter of the noon god Sin.
I shtar was equated with the pl anet
\Venus. Her synbol was a star inscribed
inacircle. As goddess of war, she was
often represented sitting upon a lion. As
goddess of physical |ove, she was patron
of the tenple prostitutes. She was al so
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considered the nerciful nother who intercedes wth
the gods on behal f of her worshipers. Throughout
Mesopot am an hi story she was wor shi ped under
various nanes in nany cities; one of the chief centers
of her cut was Uuk

into Israel; but Jezebel, daughter of the king of Tyre,
and wfe to Ahab, principally established her worship.
She caused altars to be erected to this idal in every
part of Israel; and at one tine four hundred priests
attended the vorship of Ashtaroth, | Kings xviii. 7.

Astarte of Phoenicia was the offshoot of Ishtar of m The Interpreter’s Dictionary, Volume 3, page 975, tells
Assyria. To the Hebrews, this abomination was known us of Ishtar’s role as The Queen of Heaven:
as Ashtoreth—Ashtoroth. From Collier's Encyclopedia, Ishtar, the goddess of love and fertility, who vas
Volume 3, page 13, we read: identified wth the Venus Sar and is actually entitled
ASHTAROTH [ & [terath] the plural of the Hebrew ‘foStress _Of Heaven'' in the Anarna tablets. T_he
‘Ashtoreth, the Phoeni ci an-Ganaani te goddess Astarte, deity difficulty is that the Venus Star was regarded in
of fertility, reproduction, and var. The use of the plural Palestine as a mal e deity (see DAY STAR), though
formprobably indicates a general designation for the the cult of the goddess Ishtar nay have been introduced
collective fenal e deities of the Ginaanites, just as the plura fromMesopot anha under Minasseh. It is possible that
Baalimrefer to the nal e deities. Astarte, or ASHTCRETH the Canaanite fertility-
goddess, whose cult was vell established in Pal estine,
had preserved nore traces of her astral character as
the fenal e counterpart of Athtar than the evi dence of

m Watson's Biblical and Archaeological Dictionary, 1833,
tells us more about this mother Goddess, Ashtaroth.

ASHTAROTH, or ASTARTE, a goddess of the
Zi doni ans. The word Ashtaroth properly signifies
flocks of sheep, or goats; and sonetines the grove, or
woods, because she was goddess of woods, and groves
vere her tenples. In groves consecrated to her, such
| asci vi ousness was conmitted as rendered her worship
i nfanous. She was al so cal l ed the queen of heaven;
and sonetines her worshipis said to be that of ‘‘the
host of heaven.”’ She was certainly represented in the

the QT. or the Ras Shama texts indicates. The title
‘“Queen of Heaven'’ is applied in an Egyptian
inscription fromthe N neteenth Dynasty at Bet h-shan
to‘“Atit,”” the Ganaanite fertility-goddess Anat, wo
isterned ‘‘ Queen of Heaven and Mistress of the Gds."’
This is the nost active goddess in the Ras Shamra
Texts, but in Palestine her functions seemto have been
taken over largely by Ashtoreth.

We find the following information about Ashtoreth
from The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Vol-
ume 1, pages 319-320.

sane nanner as Isis, wth cows horns on her head, to
denote the increase and decrease of the noon. dcero

calls her the fourth Venus of the Syrians. She is
alnost always joined wth Baal, and is called a god,
the scriptures having no particular word to express a
goddess.

It is believed that the noon was
adored in this idol. Her tenples
general | y acconpani ed t hose of the
sun; and whil e bl oody sacrifices or
human victins were offered to Baal ,
bread, liquors, and perfumes were
presented to Astarte. For her, tables
vere prepared upon the flat terrace-
roofs of houses, near gates, in porches,
and at crossways, on the first day of
every nonth; and this was called by
the Geeks, Hecate' s supper. Sol onon,
seduced by his foreign wves,
i ntroduced the worship of Ashtaroth

13

ASHIQETH ash’te-reth [Heb. ‘astoret. pl. ‘astarét;
K. Astarte]. A goddess of Ganaan and Phoeni ci a whose
nane and cult were derived from Babyl oni a, where
Ishtar represented the evening and norning stars and
was accordingly androgynous in origin. Uder Senmitic
i nfl uence, however, she becane sol ely fenal e, although
retaining a trace of her origina character by standi ng
on equal footing with the male divinities. From
Babyl oni a the worshi p of the goddess was carried to
the Semtes of the Wést, and in nost instances the
femnine suffix was attached to her nane; where this
was not the case the deity was regarded as a nale. On
the Mabite Sone, for exanple, ‘Ashtar is identified
with Chenosh, and in the inscriptions of southern
Arabia ‘Ahtar is a god. O the other hand, in the
nane Atargatis (2 Macc. 12:26), ‘Atar, wthout the
femnine suffix, is identified wth the goddess ‘ Athah
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or ‘Athi (&. Gitis). The cult of the
Greek Aphrodite in Cyprus was
borrovned fromthat of Ashtoreth; that
the Geek nane also is a nodification
of Ashtoreth is doubtful. It is
nai ntai ned, however, that the vowel s
of Heb. ‘astoret were borrowed from

“SerpentofFire”

The serpent was boset (‘‘shan®’) in order to indicate
worshiped along with the - t ha gbhorrence the Hebrew scri bes fel t

sun.

toward pagani smand idol atry.

I'n Babyl onia and Assyria |Ishtar was the goddess
of love and war. An ol d Babyl oni an | egend rel at es
how the descent of Ishtar into Hades in search of her
dead husband Tammuz was fol | owed by the cessation
of narriage and birth in both earth and heaven; and
the tenpl es of the goddess at N neveh and Arbel a,
around which the two cities afterward
grew, were dedicated to her as the
goddess of war. As such she appeared
to one of Ashurbanipal’s seers and
encour aged the Assyrian king to narch
agai nst Ham The ot her goddesses of
Babyl onia, who were little nore than
reflections of a god, tended to nerge
into Ishtar, wo thus becane a type of
the fenal e divinity, a personification
of the productive principle in nature,
and nore especially the nother and
creatress of nanki nd.

In Babyl onia Ishtar was identified
wth Venus. Like \enus, Ishtar was the
goddess of erotic love and fertility. Hr chief seat of
worship was Uuk (Erech), where prostitution was
practiced in her nane and she was served with
immoral rites by bands of nen and wonen. In Assyri a,
where the warlike side of the goddess was
predom nant, no such rites seemto have been
practiced, and instead prophetesses to whom she
del i vered oracl es were attached to her tenpl es.

Fromvarious Egyptian sources it appears that
Astarte or Ashtoreth was highly regarded in the Late
Bronze Age.

(apparently from* athara to be fertile toirrigate), a
god identified with the planet Venus. The nane is
cognate wth Babyl onian Ishtar, the goddess of sensual
love, naternity and fertility. Licentious worship was
conducted in honor of her. As Asherah and Anat of
Ras Shamma she was the patroness of war as well as
sex and is sonetines identified with these goddesses.
The Anarna Letters present Ashtoreth as Ashtartu.
In the Ras Shanra Tabl ets are found both the
nasculine form‘Athtar and the feninine ‘A htart.
Ashtoreth worship was early entrenched at S don (I
Kings 11:5, 33; 11 Kings 23:13). Her polluting cult even
presented a danger to early Israel (Judg. 2:13; 10:6).
Sol onon succunbed to her vol upt uous worship (I
Kings 11:5; Il Kings 23:13). The peculiar vocalization
Ashtoreth instead of the nore prinmtive Ashtarothis
evidently a deliberate alteration by the Hbrews to
express their abhorrence for her cult by giving her the
vonel s of their word for ‘‘shang’’ (bosheth). M F U

The Interpreter’s Dictionary, Volume 1, page 252 says:

The anti pathy toward the Asherah on the part of the
Hebrew I eaders was due to the fact that the goddess
and the cult object of the sane nane were associ at ed
wth the fertility religion of aforeign people and as
such invol ved a nythol ogy and a cul tus which were
obnoxi ous to the chanpi ons of Yahweh.

m Unger’s Bible Dictionary, page 412, gives us the
following information about Asherah.

Asherah (a-she’ra), plura, Asherim a pagan goddess,
who is found in the Ras Shamma epic religious texts
discovered at Warit in North Syria (1929-1937), as
Asherat, ‘‘Lady of the Sea’’ and consort of H. She
vas the chief goddess of Tyre in the 15th century e c
wth the appellation Qudshu, ‘‘holiness.”’ Inthe Qd
Test anent Asherah appears as a goddess by the side
of Baal, whose consort she evidently cane to be, at
| east anong the Canaanites of the South. However,
nost Bblical references to the nane point clearly to
sone cult object of wood, which mght be worshi ped

or cut down and burned, and which was certainly the
goddess’ inage (I Kings 15:13; Il Kings 21:7). Her
prophets are nentioned (I Kings 18:19) and the vessel s
used in her service referredto (Il Kings 23:4). Her
cut obect, watever it was, was utterly detestable to
fai thful worshipers of Yahweh (I K ngs 15:13) and was

Reading on pages 412-413 of Unger’s Bible Dictionary,
we find the following information about Ashtoreth-
Astarte.

Ash’toreth (ash’'to-reth), Astarte, a Ganaanite goddess.
In south Arabic the nane is found as ‘Athtar
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set uponthe high places beside the ‘‘dtars of incense’
(hammanim) and the stone pillars (nasseboth).
Indeed, the stone pillars seemto have represented the
nal e god Baal (cf. Judg. 6:28), vhile the cult obect of
Ashera, probably a tree or pole, constituted a syniol
of this goddess (See W L. Reed's The Asherah in the
Od Testanent, Texas Cristian ULhiversity Press). But
Asherah was only one nanifestation of a chief
goddess of Veéstern Asia, regarded now as the wife,
nowas the sister of the principa Ganaanite god H.
QGher nanes of this deity were Ashtoreth (Astarte)
and Anath. Frequently represented as a nude wonan
bestride alionwth alilyinone hand and a serpent in
the other, and styled Qushu ‘ ‘the Hiliness,’’ that is,
‘“‘the Hly Qne’’ in a perverted noral sense, she was a
divine courtesan. In the sane sense the nal e
prostitutes consecrated to the cult of the Qudshu and
prostituting thensel ves to her honor were styled
gedishim ‘‘sodonmites’’ (Deut. 23:18; 1 Kings 14: 24,
15:12; 22:46). Qharacteristically Ganaanite the lily
synbol i zes grace and sex appeal and the serpent
fecundity (W F. Abright, Archaeol ogy and the
Religion of Israel, Baltinore, John Hopkins Press,
1942, pages 68-94). A Byblos (Bblica Gebal) on the
Medi terranean, north of Sdon, a center dedicated to
this goddess has been excavated. She and her
col | eagues specialized in sex and war and her shrines
vere tenpl es of legalized vice. Her degraded cul t
offered a perpetual danger of pollutionto Israel and
nust have sunk to sordid depths as |ust and nurder
vere glanorized in Ganaanite religion.

On page 413 of Unger’s Bible Dictionary, we have found
that Astarte is the Greek name for the Hebrew Ashtoreth.

From Collier's Encyclopedia, Volume 3, page 97, we find
that Astarte-Ashtaroth is merely the Semitic Ishtar—
which we have already learned is pronounced Easter.

ASTARTE [asta’rti], the Phoenician goddess of
fertility and erotic love. The Geek nane, ‘‘Astarte’’
was derived fromSemtic, ‘‘Ishtar,’”’ ‘‘Ashtoreth.’’
Astarte was regarded in QGassical antiquity as a noon
goddess, perhaps in confusion wth sone ot her
Sentic deity. In accordance wth the literary traditions
of the Geco-Romans, Astarte was identified with
Selene and Artems, and nore often with Aphrodite.
Anong the Ganaanites, Astarte, |ike her peer Anath,
perforned a naj or function as goddess of fertility.
Egypti an i conography, however, portrayed Astarte
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in her role as a warlike goddess nassacring nanki nd,
young and old. She is represented on pl aques (dated
1700-1100 e c) as naked, in striking contrast to the
nodest | y garbed Egypti an goddesses. Edward J. Jurji

In Ephesus from primitive times, this Mother Goddess
had been called Diana, who was worshiped as the
Goddess of Virginity and Motherhood. She was said to
represent the generative powers of nature, and so was
pictured with many breasts. A tower shaped crown,
symbolizing the Tower of Babylon, adorned her head:

Reading from Bible Manners And Customs, by James
M. Freeman, 1972, Logos International Printing,
Plainfield, N.J., page 451, we learn the following facts
about the mother of all things.

““The circle round her head denotes the ninbus (sin
circle) of her dory, the griffins inside of which express
its brilliancy. Inher breasts are the tvel ve signs of the
zodi ac, of which those seenin front are the ram bull,
twns, crab, and lion; they are divided by the hours.
Her neckl ace is conposed of acorns, the prineval food
of man. Lions are on her arns to denote her pover,
and her hands are stretched out to showthat she is
ready to receive all who cone to her. Her body is
covered wth various breasts and nonsters, as sirens,
sphinxes, and griffins, to showthat she is the source
of nature, the nother of all things. Her head, hands,
and feet are of bronze vhile the rest of the statue is of
al abaster to denote the ever-varying light and shade
of the noon's figure... Like Rhea, she was crowned
Wth turrets, to denote her doninion over terrestrial

o ects. "’
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The Original Goddess
Semiramis Of Babylon

The worship of Ishtar-Easter spread throughout the
ancient pagan world, where she was venerated in almost
every segment of society. The original of this Goddess,
however, loomed upon the historical scene in Babylone.
From The Two Babylons by Hislop, pages 20-22, we find
this information about the original of this Great Mother
Goddess—Semiramis.

the husband of Senmiramis, whose nane, N nus, by which
he is comonly knom in classica history, literdly signified
‘‘The Son,’’'* As Semiramis, the wife, was worshiped as
Rhea, whose grand di stingui shing character was that of
the great goddess ‘‘ Mither,’’* the conjunction wth her of
her husband, under the nane@ of Nnus, or ‘‘The Son,’’ was
sufficient to originate the pecuiar worship of the ‘* Mther
and Son,’’ so extensively diffused anong the nations of
atiquity; and this, no doubt, is the explanation of the fact
whi ch has so much puzzl ed the inquirers into ancient
history, that Nnus is sonetines call ed the husband, and
sonetines the son of Seniramis. § This al so accounts for

The Babyl onians in their popular religion, suprenely

wor shi ped a Coddess Mdther, and a Son, who was
represented in pictures and in inages as an infant or
childinhisnother’s arns (Fgs. 5and 6). FromBabyl on,
this worship of the Mther and the Child spread to the
ends of the earth. In Egypt, the Mther and the Child
ver e wor shi ped under the nanes of Isis and Giris.* In
India, eventothisday, aslIsi ad Iswara; * inAsia as
Cybel e and Deoi us; 8 in Pagan Rone, as Fortuna and
Jupiter-puer, or Jupiter, the boy;11 in Geece, as Cres,
the Geat Mther, wth the babe at her breast, | or as
Irene, the goddess of Peace, wth the boy Autus in her
arns; ** and even in Thibet, in China, and Japan, the
Jesuit missi onaries were astonished to find the counterpart
of Mdonna ** and her child as devoutly worshiped as in
Papal Rone itsel f; Shing Mo, the Hly Mther in China,
bei ng represented wth a child in her arns, and a glory
around her, exactly as if a Fonan Githolic artist had been
enpl oyed to set her up.*

The origina of that nother, so wdely worshiped, there
is reason to believe, wvas Senirams, * already referred
to, who, it is well known, was worshiped by the
Babyl oni ans, * and other eastern nations, § and that under
the nane of Rhea, ||the great goddess “Mbther.”

It was fromthe son, however, that she derived al her
glory and her clains to deification. That son, though
represented as a child in his nother’s arns, was a person
of great stature and i nmense bodily powers, as well as
nost fascinating nanners. In Sripture he is referred to
(Ezek. viii. 14) under the nane of Tammuz, but he is
commonl y known anong cl assi cal witers under the nane
of Bacchus, that is, ‘‘The Lanented Qne.”’ T To the
ordinary reader the nane of Bacchus suggests not hi ng
nore than revel ry and drunkenness, but it is now well
known, that amid all the abomnati ons that attended his
orges, ther gand design ves professedy *“the purification
of saus,”’ * and that fromthe guilt and defilenent of sin
This lanented one, exhibited and adored as a little childin
his nother’s arns, seens, in point of fact, to have been
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the origin of the very sane confusi on of relationship betveen
Isis and Giris, the nother and child of the Egyptians; for
as Bunsen shows, Gsiris was represented in Egypt as at
once the son and husband of his nother; and actually bore,
as one of his titles of dignity and honour, the nane

‘“Husband of the Mther.’ ||

The Babylonian worship of the Great Mother spread
throughout the known world. This Mother Goddess was
known by different names, but the form of her religion
has not transformedsince antiquity. The Layman’s Bible
Encyclopedia, William C. Martin, The Southwestern
Company, Nashville, TN, 1964, page 209, gives the
following facts about Easter.

EASTER an annual cel ebration observed by nuch of the
Christian church, conmenorating Christ’s resurrection.
Mbder n observance of Easter represents a convergence of
three traditions: (1) The Hebrew Passover, cel ebrated
during Nsan, the first nonth of the Hbrew |l unar cal endar;
(2) The Guistian conmenoration of the ‘crucifixion and
resurrection of ‘Jesus’, whichtook place a the feast of the
Passover; and (3) The Norse Gstara or Eostra (fromwhich
the nane, ‘' ‘Easter’’ is derived), a pagan festival of spring
which fell at the vernal equinox, March 21. Proni nent
synibol s in this cel ebration of the resurrection of nature
dter the wnter vere rabbits, signfying fecudty, and eggs,
cdored like the rays of the ‘‘returning sun’ and the northern
ligts, o aroaboredis.’’

The Ishtar Egg

Eggs have absolutely nothing to do with the resurrection
of the Messiah (three days and three nights after He was
placed in the grave), but the egg was a sacred symbol to the
Babylonians. An egg of wondrous size fell from heaven into
the Euphrates River; from this marvelous egg the Goddess
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Astarte (Easter) was hatched. From the land of Babylon, upon the top of this Sacred Egg of Heliopolis, with the
humanity was scattered to the various parts of the earth. Serpent Typhon at her feet.
These religious people took with them the symbol of the

mystic sacred egg. Each pagan nation had its own

representation of this wonder. The Greeks had their = This official pagan

sacred egg of Heliopolis, and the Typhon’s Egg. representation is now
modernly knownas: THE
VIRGIN MARY!

: T The Ishtar Fertility Hare
8acred Egg of IHeliopalis; and 'P_rphon s l!gg From BRYANT'S The Easter Bunny

Mythalogy vol. {ii. p.
From The Encyclopedia Britannica, we find the following

From The Two Babylons, by Hislop on page 109, we information about Easter-

learn about the Mystic Egg of Astarte:

FromEgypt these sacred eggs can be distinctly traced to
the banks of the Eiphrates. The classic poets are full of
the fable of the nystic egg of the Babylonians; and thus its
taleis tdd by Hginus, the Egyptian, the | earned keeper of
the Pdlatine library at Fone, inthe tine of Augustus, wo
vas skilled inal the wsdomof his native country: ‘‘An
egg of wondrous size is said to have fallen fromheaven
intothe river Euphrates. The fishes raled it to the bank,
where the doves having settled upon it, hatched it, and out
cane Venus, who afterwards was called the Syrian
Goddess’ ' *—that is, Astarte. Hence the egg becane one
of the syniols of Astarte or Easter; and accordingly, in
Gyprus, one of the chosen seats of the worship of \enus,
or Astarte, the egg of wondrous size was represented on a
gadscde (SeFg 32 §

The Roman Catholic Church now has their own Official
Representation of Ishtar—the Virgin Mother, who stands
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Li ke the Easter Egg, the Easter Hare cane to
Gristianity fromantiquity. The hare i s associ ated
with the noon in the | egends of ancient Egypt and
other peoples... Through the fact that the Egyptian
word for hare—um neans al so open and peri od.
The hare cane to be associated with the idea of
periodicity both lunar and hunan, and with the
begi nning of newlife in both the young nan and
young wonan, and so a synbol of fertility and of
the renevd of life.

Easter eggs and rabbits are the symbols of sexual fertility
in the ancient, pagan religions. The Reader’s Digest Book

of Facts, page 122, gives the following information.

EASTER AND THE BUNNY-Children’s stories
in nany countries tell how Easter eggs are brought
not by a chicken but by hares and rabbits. These | ong
eared hoppi ng nammal s have represented fertility in
nmany cul tures because they breed so quickly. In
traditional Gristian art the hare represents lust, and
pai ntings sonetines show a hare at the Mrgin Mry' s
feet tosignify her triunph over tenptati ons of the flesh.
Yet as a synbol of |ife reawakening in the
spring-often portrayed as the i nnocent and cuddl y
Easter bunny-the rabbit coexists in nany places wth
the soenm Qristianrites of Easter.
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Hot Cross Buns PSS

Another custom closely associated
with Easter is the baking and eating ¢
of Hot Cross Buns. There is, of ‘\'\\(,\.‘ )
course, no Scriptural justification
for this custom, but there is great pagan justification
involved. The cross is the original sign of the God
Tammuz. The cross is the letter T.

m The Two Babylons, by Alexander Hislop on pages 197-
200, tells us the following about the sign of the cross.

The nagic virtues attributed to the so-called ‘‘sign of
the cross’’, the worship bestowed on it, never cane
from(Yahshua or Hs Apostles). The sanme sign of
the ‘‘cross’’ that Rone now worships was used in the
Babyl oni an M/steries, and was applied by pagani sm
to the same nagi c purposes (signing onesel f, kissing
the cross, holding the cross, wearing it as a charn),
was honored with the sane honors. That which is now
caled the ‘‘Qristian Goss'’ was originaly no Gristian
enbl emat all, but was the Mstic Tau of the Chal deans
and Egyptians—the true original formof the letter
“‘T’'—theinitia of the nane of Tanmuz...that nystic
‘‘Tau'' was narked in baptismon the foreheads of
those initiated inthe Msteries...The nystic ‘‘Tau’, as
the synol of the great divinity, was called ‘‘the Sgn
of Life'’; it was used as an aml et (‘‘good |uck charm’)
over the heart; it was narked on the official garnents
of the (Ancient Pagan) priests, as (now on the official
garnents of the Priests of Rone (today)...The Vestal
Virgins of Pagan Rome wore (the cross) suspended
fromtheir neckl aces, as the Nuns do today...nen as
vel | as wonen wore earrings and they frequently had
a snall cross suspended to a neckl ace or to the collar
of their dress...(the cross) was al so appended to the
robes of the ‘‘Rot-NNo'’ (Pagan Priests); and traces
of it nay be seen in the fancy ornanents of the ‘‘ Rebo'’
(Pagan Priests), showng that it was already in use as
early as the Ffteenth Gntury before the GQristian Ba. ..

i Tau
The Sacred With

Pagan Egyptian Tauor...
Priests The Sign of Life Sun Circle
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There is hardly a pagan tribe where the cross has not
been found. The cross was worshi ped by the pagan
@ts log befare the *incarmation’” and death of Qrist...
The Druids in their groves were accustoned to sel ect
the nost stately and beautiful tree as an enbl em of
the deity (god) they adored, and having cut the side
branches, they affixed two of the largest of themto the
highest part of the trunk, in such a nanner that those
branches extended on each side like the arns of a
nman, and, together with the body, presented the
appearance of a huge cross, and on the bark, in several
places, was also inscribed the letter ‘“Thau'’'. It was
wor shi ped in Mexico for ages before the Roman
Catholic mssionaries set foot there, large stone
crosses being erected, probably tothe ‘‘god of rain'’.
The cross thus w dely worshiped, or regarded as a
sacred enbl em was the unequivocal synbol of
‘“Bacchus’’, the Babyl oni an Messi ah, for he was
represented wth a head-band covered wth crosses.

Buddhist Crosses

Tammuz, according to Collier's Encyclopedia, Volume
15, page 749, was the Sumero-Akkadian God of

vegetation, who was known as Adoni—my Lord.

Tammuz, the Sunero- Akkadi an god of vegetation.
Hs nane in Sunerian is Dunu-zi-abzu (true son of
Apsu), or sinply Dumu-zi, fromwhich the Hebrew
formTammuz is derived. The cult of Tanmuz, under
the west-Senitic nane of Adoni (ny lord) and the
G eek equival ent Adonis, was w despread t hr oughout
the Mediterranean world. According to still extant
nyt hol ogy, Tammuz di ed, descended to the | ower
vorld, was resurrected, and ascended again to earth
and then to heaven. During his absence the earth
renmai ned sterile and the flocks were pl undered.
Because of his close association with the real mof
nature, the fields and aninals, he was called ‘‘the

shepherd.”’

m The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Volume
4, page 725, shows that the original of the name Tammuz,
which is dumuzi, means invigorator of the child. Tammuz
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was the same Sumerian and Babylonian God of fertility,
who married Easter-Ishtar at the vernal equinox.

TAMMIJZ tam uz, t&a’'nmooz [Heb. tanmmiz; Akk.
tanmuz, Sum duneizi— ‘invigorator of the child (?)''].
A Sunerian and Babyl oni an god of fertility nenti oned
once inthe QT. (Eze. 814). The prophet in a vision
during his Babyl oni an exile saw an abom nati on:
wonen in the north gate of the Jerusal emtenpl e
wai ling for Tammuz.

S N Kraner nay have found literary antecedents
to Ganticles in Sunerian | ove poetry cel ebrating the
narriage of Dunuzi and the goddess | nanna (Akk.
Ishtar).

As this source reference has stated, Tammuz was
mentioned once in Yechetzqyah.
m Yechetzqyah 8:13-14—
13 He also said to me: Turn yet again, and you will see
greater abominations that they are doing.
14 Then he brought me to the door of the gate of Yahweh'’s
House, which was toward the north; and behold, there sat women
weeping for Tammuz.

This weeping for Tammuz was an abomination which
was being practiced even by the people of Yerusalem at the
time that Yechetzqyah was prophesying. This weeping was
a fertility rite. One of the ceremonies of Ishtar-Easter
worship, was that of weeping for the dead vegetation God,
because fertility had ceased from the land. In the people’s
minds, unless this God was resurrected, there would be no
renewing of fertility with the great Mother Goddess. So,
through sympathetic magic—through the weeping of his
mother (Easter-Ishtar), Tammuz was mystically resurrected.
Each year these people grieved with Ishtar-Easter over the
death of Tammuz; and at each vernal equinox they were
rewarded as this resurrected God was reunited with his
great Mother Goddess, in order to ensure the success of
the crops and the fertility of animals and people.

This ancient fertility worship was exactly scheduled
according to the shadows of the sun. It is very easy to
learn how this was done. Obtain our book, Deceptions
Concerning Yahweh's Calendar Of Events.

Hot Cross Buns are in reality
Tammuz cakes. These little magic XJ
Tammuz cakes were made and used
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in the worship of Ishtar-Easter: the Queen of Heaven—for
it was she who brought the God back to ensure their
fertility. So, when the God returned to fertilize the mother,
on the exact day of the vernal equinox, the people mystically
held him in their hands and ate the God, mystically uniting
with him and his mother in worship.

During the time that the Prophet Yeremyah was

proclaiming Yahweh’s Laws to the people, Yahweh

inspired him to rebuke His people for this pagan practice.
m Yeremyah 7:17-20—

17 Do you not see what they do in the cities of Yahdah and
in the streets of Yerusalem?

18 How the children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the
fire, while the women knead dough to make cakes for the Queen
of Heaven, and how they pour out drink offerings to the hinder
gods (elohim), so they may provoke Me to anger!

19 Isit I Whom they provoke to anger? says Yahweh: Or is
it not themselves, whom they harm to their own shame?

20 Therefore this is what Yahweh says: Behold, My anger
and My fury will be poured out on this place—on man and on
beast, on the trees of the field and on the fruit of the ground—and
it will burn and not be quenched.

The very things that the people were seeking to reproduce
in this fertility worship—man, animals, fruits, and
produce—were the very things that Yahweh would not
bless because of their apostasy and God worship.

m The Interpreter’s Dictionary of The Bible, Volume 3,
page 975, tells us of Ishtar’s role as The Queen of Heaven:

QUEEN OF HEAVEN. The object of worship,
particularly by wonen, in Judah in the tine of
Jerennah; cakes (koniny, possibly shaped as figurines,
vere offered to her wth libations (Jer. 7:18; 44:17-19,
25). Jerenmiah censures the Jew sh refugees in Egypt
after the fall of Jerusalemfor burning i ncense and
offering libation to the Queen of heaven. Fromthe
second reference this cult seens to have been desi gned
to secure material welfare. Fromthese two isol ated
references, however, it is not possible to deternine
with certainty the object of worship, the nore so
because of variant readings.

The MI' (nel ekat) is an unusual formof nel ekah,
thenornal word for ‘‘queen’’ and certain MsS read
nmel akat (**handiwork’’), neaning presunably the
stars; this was understood by the LXX translators in
Jer. 7.18, where ‘‘the heavenly host’’ (th stratia tou
ouranou) is read, supported by the Targ., which reads
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‘‘the star(s) of heaven'’ (shemma kukbat). |f ‘‘the queen
of heaven’’ is to be read—whi ch seens nore
probabl e-the reference mght be to Ishtar, the goddess
of love and fertility, vho vas identified wth the Venus
Sar andis actualy entitled ‘*Mstress of Heaven'’ in
the Amarna tablets. The difficulty is that the \enus
Sar was regarded in Palestine as a nal e deity (see
pv sia)), though the cult of the goddess |shtar nay
have been introduced from Mesopot am a under
Minasseh. It is possible that Astarte, or Ashtoreth,
the Ganaanite fertility-goddess, whose cult was well
established in Pal estine, had preserved nore traces of
her astral character as the fenal e counterpart of
Ahtar than the evidence of the QT. or the Ras Shama
Texts indicates. The title ** Queen of Heaven'’ is applied
in an Egyptian inscription fromthe N neteenth
Dynasty at Beth-shan to ‘‘Antit,’’ the Canaanite
fertility-goddess Anat, who is terned ‘‘ Queen of
Heaven and Mstress of the Gds.’’ This is the nost
active goddess in the Ras Shanra Texts, but in
Pal estine her functions seemto have been taken over
largely by Ashtoreth.

We have had the opportunity to read more than once
throughout this booklet that the name and the festival
of Easter have their origins in the worship of a pagan
Goddess of spring, but Easter is now the most important
of Christian festivals. From The Last Two Million Years
by The Reader’s Digest Association, page 215, we learn
how the worship of a pagan Goddess became the most
important Christian festival.

Pagan rites absorbed

By a stroke of tactical genius the Church, while
intolerant of pagan beliefs, was able to harness the
pover ful enwotions generated by pagan worship. Gten,
churches were sited where tenpl es had stood before,
and nany heathen festival's were added to the Christian
cal endar. Easter, for instance, atine of sacrifice and
rebirthinthe Gristian year, takes its nane fromthe
Nor se goddess Eostre, in whose honour rites were hel d
every spring. She inturn vas sinply a northern version
of the Phoenician earth-nother Astarte, goddess of
fertility. Easter eggs continue an age-old traditionin
vhi ch the egg is a synol of birth; and cakes whi ch
vere eaten to nark the festivals of Astarte and Fostre
vere the direct ancestors of our hot-cross buns.
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Why were the pagan rites absorbed, rather than being
completely abolished? The answer to this question is
that many people had been drawn to the religion called
Christianity, but so strong in their minds was their
adoration for the Mother Goddess, that they would not
forsake her worship. Due to the fact that Christianity
could readily transform its beliefs, compromising church
leaders saw their opportunity. They found similarities in
Christian customs with those of the Mother Goddess—
and brought people by the droves into their fold.

Who did these compromising church leaders find to
worship, instead of the Great Mother Ishtar-Easter? They
found Miryam, the mother of Yahshua Messiah. Through
Mary worship, the pagans could continue their customary
prayers and devotion to the mediating Goddess—just
change her name to Mary. This would give the pagan
worship of the Mother the appearance of respectability—
the same respectability that it still holds today. Slowly
but methodically, the religion of pagan Rome, which
was a synthesis of everything that was abominable to
Yahweh from the beginning, became established with
its new name: Christianity.

During the first centuries of this religion, no emphasis
was placed upon Mary whatsoever. But, thanks to
Constantine the Great, the savior of Christianity, in the
early part of the Fourth Century of this Common Era,
the worship of Mary as a Goddess was encouraged. Since
Rome had long been a center for the worship of the
Mother Goddess of paganism, we need not be surprised
that Rome was one of the first places where Mary
worship, and many other renamed, but very familiar
customs, became firmly rooted.

m From Grolier’s Encyclopedia, Grolier Corporation, N.Y.,
1966, Volume 17, we find the following information.

Easter: A Day of Joy
Though not all Protestants observe Lent and Holy
Week, all Christians cel ebrate Easter Day,
comenorating the Resurrection. Easter Day
invariably falls on a Sunday, the first Qunday after
the full noon foll owing the spring equinox, usually
late in Mrch

The nane of this holiday and the tine it is
cel ebrated have | ed people to believe that an earlier
hol i day exi sted on this day before the Christian
observance. For nany ancient nations joyously
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cel ebrated the end of wnter and the ‘‘resurrection of
the sun'’ at this season of the year; and sone devoted
this festival to Eostre, Gernani c goddess of spring.

The Church Fathers turned this heathen holi day
into the Gristian cel ebration of the Resurrection. Ad
Cristians the worl d over observe this day wth great
regocing Sone greet each other wth: “*Qurist is risen
Grist isrisen”” Ad all think of Jesus, wo conguered
death so that those who follow himmay gain
everlasting life

(n Easter peopl e go to church services and del i ght
inthe sight of the great nasses of Easter lilies that
decorate the altars. For the Chinese the peony is the
king of flovwers and synbol of spring. But to the people
in church on Easter Day, the fragrant lily wthits
trunpet shaped bl ossons i s the synbol of purity and
the wel cone harbi nger of spring.

The churchgoers enjoy the flowers and the nusic
and the sernon of the day. And fromtine to tine they
| ook about themto observe the gay clothes that peopl e
wear, since it has | ong been the customfor people to
put on their newest clothes on Easter Day.

The Eastern Othodox Easter Parade
In countries where the Eastern QO thodox Church
domnates, a quite different parade is put on during
Easter. The worshipers gather early on Saturday ni ght
inanelaborate ritual. And at midnight, led by their
priests in richly enbroi dered vestnents, carrying
inages and lighted candl es in their hands, they go out
intothe night insearch of Jesus.

It is al nost dawn when the peopl e return hone to
eat the Easter bread wth white cheese and honey and
the richly colored hard boil ed eggs.

|\/|any Encyclopedias will make the statement that Easter
is the worship of a pagan Goddess and at the same time
will state this celebration is one of the most important
Christian celebrations today. In each of these reference
works a statement is made, in one form or another, that
Easter is the day on which the Christian Church
commemorates our Savior’s resurrection.

The Sunday Resurrection Lie

Christendom teaches that the Messiah rose from His grave
on Sunday morning and because of this, they say, they are
worshiping on the day of His resurrection. There is, however,
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no Scriptural proof for this Good Friday—Easter Sunday
tradition. As we have seen throughout this booklet, the
foundation for this tradition is in pagan antiquity,
although this tradition is taught to deceived Christianity
as Scripture. Was Yahshua, our true Savior resurrected
on Easter Sunday morning? The answer is, NO!

There is a reason this world is confused as to when our
Messiah was placed in His grave. The reason being that
this whole world has rejected Yahweh and His Laws.
Yahweh's Laws include Yahweh'’s Feast Days; Yahweh's
Weekly Sabbath Day—the Seventh Day, plus the Seven
Sabbath Days (Holy Convocations) which are shown in
Leviticus Chapter 23.
m Leviticus 23:2—

Speak to the children of Israyl, and say to them; Concerning

the Feasts of Yahweh, which you shall proclaim to be Holy
Convocations; these are My Feasts.

The world has rejected not only Yahweh’s weekly seventh
day Sabbath, but they have also rejected all of Yahweh's
Feast Days (Holy Convocations) by replacing them with
their own feast days which are condemned in the Holy
Scriptures.

These Feasts are the Feasts of Yahweh; they are not
feasts of the Jews, as many would say. Yahweh'’s Feasts
are not done away with either, as many would like you to
think. Yahweh tells us His Feasts are a Statute forever.
This world, therefore, is not led by Yahweh’s Holy Spirit,
because they have rejected Yahweh, Who inspired the
Prophet Hosheyah to say; ...Because you have forgotten
the Law of Yahweh, I will also forget your children.

For more facts concerning Yahweh’s Sabbath Days,
please write for information about how you may obtain
our book, The Sabbath...Every Question Answered! also
request our free booklet, Which Day Is The Sabbath Of
The New Testament? Our free booklet, What Yahweh's
Feasts Mean To You, will explain the significance of
Yahweh's Feasts for His House—The House of Yahweh.

Don’t Be Deceived!

In order for you to see through this great deception, it is
vital that you understand the difference between Yahweh'’s
Feast day Sabbaths and the weekly Sabbaths—the weekly
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Sabbaths always fall on the Seventh Day, Saturday, whereas
the Feast day Sabbaths can fall on any day of the week.
Most people today are deceived into believing that the
Messiah was resurrected on Easter Sunday morning. They
believe they are honoring His resurrection by celebrating an
Easter sunrise service. This belief is based on the following
Scripture from The King James Version which says:
m Matthew 28:1 KJV—
In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the

first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
to see the sepulchre

False preachers will tell you this dawning toward the
first of the week is at the time of day called sunrise. This
is a false conclusion. This dawning toward the First Day
of the week was actually at a time of day called sunset.
To know what time of day this Scripture is referring
to, we must first know the time sequence in a day.
Yahweh our Heavenly Father, the Creator of the day,
tells us the time sequence of a day.
m Genesis 1:5—

And Yahweh called the light day, and the darkness He called
night. And (notice) the evening and then the morning were the

First Day.

Y ahweh created a day to be an evening (darkness) first,
and then the morning (light). Genesis 1:4-13 gives the
story of the creation of the first three days in a week; each
day was one night, then one day—which is one day, Yahweh'’s
way. The first three days of creation were a time sequence of
seventy-two hours, spanning one night, one day; one night,
one day; one night, one day. This same principle applies to
the time span in which Yahshua was in the grave.

The words coming from Yahshua's own mouth about
His resurrection, were that He would be in the grave
three days and three nights.

m Mattithyah 12:40—

For as Yahnah was THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS
in the belly of the great fish, SO WILL THE SON OF MAN BE
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

m Yahnah 1:17—

Now Yahweh had prepared a great fish to swallow up Yahnah.
And Yahnah was in the belly of the fish THREE DAYS AND
THREE NIGHTS.

Even the critics admit that this means a period of seventy-
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two hours. They admit there were three twelve hour
days, and three twelve hour nights in which Yahnah
was in the belly of the fish. And just as distinctly,
Yahshua Messiah said that He would be in the grave for
the same length of time. Not only this, but Yahshua
Himself gives us the length of time in a day.
m Yahchanan 11:8-9—
8 His disciples said to Him; Teacher, the Yahdaim just recently
tried to stone You, and You go there again?
9 Yahshua answered: Are there not TWELVE HOURS IN
THE DAY? If any man walks in the day, he does not stumble,
because he sees the light of this world.

The teaching of the majority of Sunday keeping Christianity
is that the Messiah was put in the grave on Good Friday
at sunset, and was resurrected at sunrise on Easter Sunday
morning. But our Messiah said that the only sign He
would give that He was the true Messiah, was the sign of
the Prophet Yahnah—the sign that He would be in the
grave three days and three nights. Can you get three days
and three nights from Christianity’s Time Sequence?

Friday Night—One Night
Saturday Day—One Day
Saturday Night—One Night
Resurrected Sunday at Dawn—No Day

There are two nights and one day in this time sequence.
It should not be too difficult for anyone to understand
that this was a period of about thirty-six hours—not
seventy-two hours. Even a child can figure that there
are not three days and three nights from Friday sunset
to Sunday sunrise—yet Satan has caused the majority of
people in this world to accept this lie.

If Yahshua had been placed in the grave on Good
Friday evening at sunset, then His resurrection should
not have taken place until Monday evening at sunset.

Was our Messiah confused, or is this whole world
deceived as the Holy Scriptures say in Revelation 12:9?
Satan has deceived this whole world. Could this lie of a
Sunday sunrise resurrection be one of the ways by which
Satan has so subtly deceived this world?

Yahshua knew how long He would be in the grave.
There was no guessing or speculation. It was absolutely
necessary that Yahshua Messiah fulfill this prophecy, or
otherwise He would not prove to be the true Messiah. The
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true Messiah sent by Yahweh must have remained in
the grave three days and three nights.

Yahshua did remain in the grave three days and three
nights, proving that He was the true Messiah sent by
Yahweh. Read Mattithyah 28:1 again for affirmation
that the two Miryams came at the end of the Sabbath.
Just after sunset, while it was still twilight, the two
Miryams went to the sepulcher, and found it empty. The
malak told them Yahshua had already risen and departed.

Other vital facts you must have in your mind are the
facts about the sacrifice of our Messiah.

m FACT #1: Our Savior was to be killed (sacrificed) at
the time of the Passover.
m Mattithyah 26:2—
You know that after two days the PASSOVER is celebrated
as a Feast, but the Son of Man is betrayed before; prior to this
Feast, to be sacrificed.

m FACT #2: Our Messiah died as our sacrifice. He paid
the death penalty for us that we may live (Romans

6:23). As our sacrifice, our Messiah is enabling us to
keep Yahweh'’s Passover according to His ordinance.

m FACT #3: The Messiah is our Passover Lamb.
m | Kepha 1:18-19—

18 Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible
things, such as silver or gold, from your idolatrous way of life
handed down to you by tradition from your forefathers;

19 But with the precious blood of Messiah, as of a LAMB
without blemish and without spot.

m Yahchanan 1:29—

The next day Yahchanan saw YAHSHUA coming toward
him, and said; Behold! The Lamb of Yahweh Who takes away
the sin of the world!

m | Corinthians 5:7—

Therefore, purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new
batch, since you are unleavened. For truly Yahshua our Passover
was sacrificed for us.

m FACT #4: Our Savior was sacrificed for us on the
exact same day, at the exact same time the Passover
lambs were being slaughtered on the temple mount. If
this were not so, He could not be our Passover sacrifice.

This is a provable fact. Letting Scripture interpret
Scripture we can understand the ordinance of the Passover
Lamb, and the exact day it was to be kept up to.

m Exodus 12:6—
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And you must keep it until the Fourteenth Day of the same
Moon: then the whole multitude of the congregation of Israyl
shall KILL IT BETWEEN THE TWO EVENINGS.

This lamb had to be alive on the fourteenth day, and
then it was killed between the two evenings.

m The Pentateuch and Haftorahs, edited by J.H. Hertz, page
254, explains the meaning of between the two evenings.

6. at dusk. Better, towards even (M
Fied ander); lit. ‘between’ the-two evenings'.
According to the Talnud, the ‘first evening is
the tine in the afternoon when the heat of the
sun begi ns to decrease, about 3 o' clock; and
the ‘second eveni ng’ conmences w th sunset.
Josephus rel ates that the Passover sacrifice
‘vas offered fromthe ninth to the el eventh hour’,
i.e between 3 and 5 p.m

m Leviticus 23:5—
On the Fourteenth of the First Moon, between the two evenings,
Yahweh's Passover Sacrifice is to be Killed.

m The Pentateuch and Haftorahs, by Hertz, page 520,
gives a clearer meaning of the Passover in this Scripture.

at dusk is the LORD S Passover. Better,
tonards even is a Passover unto the Lord
(Friedander) i.e a paschal offering in honor of
the Lord.

The Passover lambs were slaughtered on the temple
mount on the fourteenth day in the afternoon. The man
of the household had the responsibility of killing this
lamb for his family. The woman of the household then
had the responsibility of roasting, not boiling, this lamb
until it would be thoroughly done. This roasting process
would take at least three to four, or more hours.

Which Day Was The Messiah
Put In The Grave?
Which Day Did He Rise?

Our Messiah fulfilled the Passover Lamb requirement.
Yahshua did not abrogate Yahweh’s Laws in any way.
Yahshua was offered on the fourteenth day of the First
Moon between the two evenings.
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|mmediate|y after that sunset would begin the fifteenth
day. Remember, Yahweh created days to begin and end
at sunset. Sundown on the fourteenth would be the
beginning of the first Sabbath of the Feast of Unleavened
Bread, on the fifteenth day.

m Leviticus 23:6-7—

6 And on the fifteenth day of the same moon is the Feast of
Unleavened Bread to Yahweh; seven days you must eat
unleavened bread.

7 On the First Day you shall have a Holy Convocation; you
shall do no regular work on it.

The world does not know the facts about the Feast day
Sabbaths—one of which is that these Feast day Sabbaths
can fall on any day of the week. With this fact firmly in
mind we can then understand what is being said
Yahchanan Mark.
m Yahchanan Mark 16:1—

And when THE Passover SABBATH WAS PAST, Miriam

Magdalene, and Miriam the mother of Yaaqob, and Salome,
bought sweet spices, that they might go and anoint Him.

This Sabbath was not the Weekly Sabbath! This
particular Sabbath was the First Holy Day Sabbath of
the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

m Luke 23:56—

Then they returned. Then they prepared spices and ointments.
Then they rested the Sabbath Day according to the Law.

In these two Scriptures, we see that there are two
Sabbaths spoken of. One Sabbath had already passed
when they bought the spices. Then they prepared the
spices they had bought after the Sabbath had already
passed. Then they rested on the weekly Saturday Sabbath
according to the Law of Yahweh.

By understanding these previous Scriptures we know
our Savior was not put into the grave on Friday before the
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Weekly Sabbath. We know Yahshua was placed in His
grave on Wednesday just before sunset—before the
Sabbath of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

Thursday Friday Friday Saturday
Night Da) Night  Da

Tuesday WednesdayWWednesday Thursday
Night Da

Night Da

ht

. Boug
FirstHoly andPrepared Sabbath

DayofThe

Yahshua Feastof Spices Day
Killed UnleavenedBread Sabbath

ThenBuried Night Yahshua's
Between The TwoEvenings Resurrection

The diagram above shows the two Sabbaths that came

in that one week. Now we know and understand it was

before the Sabbath of the Feast of Unleavened Bread

that Yahseph of Arimathea demanded the Body of
Yahshua and not before the weekly Saturday Sabbath.

m Yahchanan Mark 15:42-43—
42 By now, the first evening had come, and because it was
the Preparation, that is, the day before the Passover High Holy

Day Sabbath,

43 Yahseph of Arimathea, an honorable member of the
Sanhedrin, who also waited for the Kingdom of Yahweh, came,
and went in boldly to Pilate, and asked for the body of Yahshua.

In Yahchanan Mark 15:46 it is stated that Yahshua’s
body was wrapped in linen and laid in a sepulcher. A
stone was then rolled in front of the door. This burial
was taking place on a Wednesday Afternoon, just before
sunset, as Scriptures do prove.

Prove this for yourself. Count forward: Wednesday
NIGHT, Thursday DAY, Thursday NIGHT, Friday DAY,
Friday NIGHT, Sabbath DAY. There are three NIGHTS
and three DAYS in this time sequence.

Our Messiah was not resurrected Sunday morning at
sunrise. Yahshua rose Saturday Sabbath evening, which
makes it exactly three days and three nights that He
was in the grave, thereby fulfilling the only signs He
gave that He was the true Messiah.

For an even greater indepth study of this most important
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truth concerning the resurrection of the true Messiah,
please request our free booklets, Was The Resurrection
On Sunday? and Yahweh's Passover & Yahshua's
Memorial. Also write for information about how to obtain
our books, Devil Worship...The Shocking Facts!, The
Sabbath...Every Question Answered! and Deceptions
Concerning Yahweh's Calendar Of Events.

The Easter Tradition
Forced Upon The Believers

The early believers knew the difference between Baal-
Ashtoreth worship and the worship of Yahweh. They
knew the difference, and none of the early believers, directly
under the care of the Apostles, celebrated Easter.

After the death of our Savior, severe persecution arose
at Yerusalem (Acts 8:1), and the believers were scattered
abroad. They were forced into slavery, and even put to
death in some of the most horrible ways man could imagine.
However, this was only the first, small persecution. Ten
great persecutions came thereafter upon the established
House of Yahweh. The only people on the face of the
earth who worshiped Father Yahweh, was The House of
Yahweh established by Yahshua during the time of the
Apostles. This first era of the seven eras of The House of
Yahweh is called Smyrna. This era and the four following
it suffered these religious persecutions. Our book, The
Lost Faith of The Apostles and Prophets; History and
Prophecy, explains in detail the seven eras of The House
of Yahweh, and the facts concerning the ten persecutions.

Baal and Ashtoreth worshipers had pre-eminence. From
approximately the year 70 C.E. to the year 312 C.E., Baal
and Ashtoreth worshipers openly practiced their religions
under the benevolent eyes of man’s ruling governments.

When Constantine became the Emperor of Rome, after
the tenth, last greatest persecution under Diocletian, Baal
and Ashtoreth worshipers then disguised the many pagan
customs making them to appear Scriptural.

By the time Constantine came to power, The House of
Yahweh as an established organization had died out, just
as prophecy said it would. There was no true organization,
led by Yahweh'’s Holy Spirit, to say to the deceived world—
Easter is a pagan celebration. Thus, the pagan celebrations
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became the Christian celebrations of today.

The House of Yahweh has been re-established in these
Last Days according to the prophecies in Micahyah 4:1
and Isayah 2:2. Praise Yahweh! For our free booklet,
The House of Yahweh Established, write to The House
of Yahweh. Now, in these Last Days The House of
Yahweh is again telling this deceived world that this
worldly holiday called Easter is a pagan custom.

Yahweh’s Warning!

Throughout the Holy Scriptures we find warnings from
our Creator Yahweh and His Son, Yahshua Messiah, to
beware of spiritual deception. As far back in time as the
Scriptural books of the kings, this Female Goddess was
being worshiped. The Holy Scriptures plainly show that
the adoption of pagan practices and the worship of Easter
is condemned.
m | Kings 11:33—

I will do this Because THEY HAVE FORSAKEN ME, AND
WORSHIPED ASHTORETH the Goddess of the Phoenicians,
(Sidonians), Chemosh the God (El) of the Moabites, and Milcom
(Molech) the God (EI) of the people of Ammon, and have not
walked in My Ways, to do that which is right in My Eyes, and
to keep My Statutes and My Judgments, as David his father did.

m Deuteronomy 12:29-32—

29 When Yahweh your Father cuts off the nations from in
front of you, and you displace them and live in their land,

30 Be careful not to be ensnared into following them by
asking about their gods (elohim), saying: How did these nations
serve their gods (elohim)? | also will do the same.

31 You must not worship Yahweh your Father in their way,
for every abomination to Yahweh, which He hates, they have
done to their gods (elohim). They even burn their sons and
daughters in the fire as sacrifices to their gods (elohim).

32 Whatsoever | command you, be careful to observe and
do it, you shall not add to it, nor take away from it.

m Deuteronomy 8:19—

If you, by any means, ever forget Yahweh your Father, by
following hinder Gods (Elohim) to serve and worship them, |
testify and witness against you this day that you will surely
perish.

m Revelation 18:3-4—

3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication
with her, and the merchants of the earth have grown rich through
the abundance of her delicacies.

4 And | heard another voice from heaven, saying: Come out

33




of her, My People, so that you do not partake in her sins, and so
that you do not receive of her plagues.

The source reference materials which are available in
any library throughout America, are replete with the
fact that the worship of Easter-Ishtar is the worship of a
pagan Goddess. Mankind’s own reference books say the
worship of Easter—a pagan Goddess—is the most
important Christian practice today. Can our Creator be
pleased with this?

Do Not Practice It!

Shortly, Easter Sunday Morning will be upon us. Almost
the entire Christian world will participate in a sunrise
service that they believe to be in celebration of the
resurrection of our Messiah. Factually, this is a pagan
custom celebrated long before our Savior was even born.
Yahweh condemns this pagan practice through the pages
of your own Bible.

These same Christians reject the wonderful Feasts of
Yahweh which are ordained by Yahweh and will be kept
forever in the Kingdom of Yahweh. Read of Yahweh's
Feasts in Exodus Chapter 12, Leviticus Chapter 23,
Yechetzqyah 45:21, Isayah 66:23 and Zecharyah 14:16-21.

The only ones who will be given eternal life in Yahweh's
Kingdom are the ones who obey every Word that proceeds
from Yahweh’s mouth.

m Deuteronomy 6:25—

And it will be our righteousness, if we observe to do all these
commandments; His Law, before Yahweh our Father, as He has
commanded us.

m Mattithyah 4:4—

But He answered, and said; It is written: Man does not live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth
of Yahweh.

m Deuteronomy 8:2-3—

2 You must remember that Yahweh your Father led you all
the way these forty years in the wilderness, in order to humble
you, test and prove you, and know what was in your heart; the
seat of your intelligence, to see whether you would keep His
commandments, or whether you would not.

3 So He humbled you, and allowed you to hunger, and fed you
with manna, which you did not know of nor did your fathers know
of it; so He might make you to know that man does not live by
bread only, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of
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Yahweh, does man live.
m Revelation 22:14-15—

14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they
may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the
gates into the city.

15 For outside are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers,
and murderers, and worshipers of gods (elohim) and everyone
who professes to love, yet practices breaking the Law.

There is no salvation to the worshipers of Baal and
Ashtoreth. When Yahweh'’s Kingdom is established on
earth, all Baal and Ashtoreth worship will stop entirely.
Only our Father Yahweh, through His Son Yahshua our
Messiah, will be worshiped.

Only those who resist Satan’s influence and overcome
the pagan worship practiced today, and then turn to
Yahweh in complete obedience will be a part of Yahweh'’s
soon coming Kingdom.

It would be much better to obey Yahweh voluntarily
now, thereby qualifying to reap the joyous reward of
eternal life, rather than to voluntarily disobey Yahweh,
thereby qualifying yourself to be one of those who will
be cast into the lake of fire to be burned up and gotten
out of the way. It is time to come out of pagan worship
and start obeying Yahweh. Only Yahweh is able to give
eternal life.



